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Oak Brook mansion is
the area's best art

March 27, 2008
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fitting backdrop for of

By SANDY ILLIAN BOSCH Staff Writer

More than 100 pieces by 100 of the best artists in the area are on
display now through May 18 at the Mayslake Peabody Estate in Oak

Brook.

Each piece selected for the annual show by the Alliance of Fine Art was
a winner in a previous juried art exhibit, giving the show its title -- Best

of the Best.

» Click to enlarge image

Jeanne Turek of La Grange takes
a closer look at Oak Brook
resident Abhi Ganju's
photograph, "Sugary Snow
Shadows" at the Best of the Best
Fine Art Exhibit at Mayslake
Peabody Estate in Oak Brook.
(Photos for the Doings by Jeremy
Smith)
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Visitors got their first look March
20 at the Best of the Best Fine Art
Exhibit that features more than
100 award-winning pieces by 100
area artists.
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"These are pulled from several
thousand artists," said Nancy
D'Agostino, chairman of the 16th
annual exhibit. "This is a
prestigious show."

This year's Best of the Best exhibit
is hung in a gallery that's as grand
as the art itself. In cooperation with
the DuPage County Forest
Preserve, the living room and
dining area of the Peabody Estate
will serve as a gallery for the
coming weeks. The space provides
ample room for the featured
paintings, photos, sculptures and
drawings, and has helped to make
this exhibit one of the best yet, said
artist Dianne Martia, who helped to
hang the show.

"It makes the walls of this house

come alive," said Zaki Knapen, who
also helped to hang the exhibit and
has two of his own pieces included.

D'Agostino also is enjoying the
chance to see her work among the
chosen few, but to her, the highlight
of the show are the two pieces by
student artists.

A committee from the 12 guilds that
form the Alliance of Fine Art chose
"Slinky," a pencil drawing by Lyons
Township High School student
Abbey Denlinger of Western
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Sprlngs as the first-place winner of the student competition. Meredith Vavi Philharmonic
was awarded second place for her

16TH ANNUAL BEST OF THE pastel piece, "Looking Comfy.” CURRENTS

BEST FINE ART EXHIBIT . . Calendar
Each student will receive a cash

10 a.m. to 2 p.m. weekdays, 9 a.m. award, and the honor of having her

to 1 p.m. Saturdays through May 18  piece displayed among the many
at Mayslake Peabody Estate, 1717 winning works of art.
W. 31st Street, Oak Brook. Free.

(630) 850-2363. "This is encouraging to them to have their work shown at a show like this," D

Each of the 12 member guilds submitted 10 winning pieces to include in the
judged once again, this time by Rolf Achilles of the Art Institute of Chicago. #
prizes to the best of show, first-, second- and third-place winners. Four of 14 honorable mentions also will receive

Visitors to the Best of the Best will see landscape photographs, abstract interpretations and realistic portraits amc
artists such as Laura Lein-Svencner of Darien, Bruce Peterson of EImhurst and Abhi Ganu of Oak Brook. Martia
in the show, one of which won a second-place prize at a Downers Grove Art Guild show. The other was a winner
League.

"It's an honor to be in the show," Martia said.

Like most of the pieces on display, Martia's are for sale. A portion of each sale will go toward the continuing restc
mansion.

Staff at the Peabody Estate said many admirers of the art exhibit have paired their trip with a tour of the mansion
Wednesday at 11 a.m. and 12:30 p.m., and Saturdays at 9:30, 10, 11 and 11:30 a.m. Cost is $5, but admission t
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